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Two memories that I’ll always have from Scouts:
 

Lake Frederick Outdoor Recreation Area, in West 
Point New York. I remember lying there and  
wondering, “what have I gotten myself into?”. 
•  Selling Christmas trees every year and dressing up 
as a chrismas tree, as people honk and wave driving 
past. While it may not seem like much, some of my 
best memories come from running around the church 
parking lot, anxiously waiting to make a sale.  

Two things Scouting has taught me that I wouldn’t 
have learned otherwise:
•  Be patient: nothing good comes from rushing  
through something.  Make a plan. See it through.

back: I’ve been reminded of it many times in other parts of my life. 

Two pieces of advice I would give to younger scouts:
•  Make sure you don’t do the Personal Management merit badge twice, as if you didn’t learn 
how to manage yourself after you did it once; doing it twice doesn’t help: it only makes you 
realize how bad you are at managing what you have and what you need to do. 
•  Secondly, while you may seem far away from a goal, rank, or badge, stick with it! It took me 
about 2 years to complete the Cooking merit badge, but giving up wasn’t a possibility, it wasn’t 
an option. At one point I contemplated giving up on Scouts completely, but then I realized 
that I would be missing out on one of the biggest opportunities that I would ever get. I’ve had 
a great time with Troop 174, and the friendships made here will stand the test of time.

Nate’s Eagle Scout Project
Picnic Tables for Simsbury Community Farm

For my eagle scout project,  

I decided to build two picnic 

tables at the Simsbury Gifts of 

built out of Trex, a type of plastic 

decking material that is  

exponentially stronger and safer 

 

will be used for numerous  

activities at the farm, for example, 

their farm-to-table dinners or 

Many thanks to my Dad and 

Dan Twarkins for their help and 

guidance with this project. 

Merit Badges Earned
Art
Archery
Camping*
Citizenship in the Community*
Citizenship in the Nation*
Citizenship in the World*
Collections
Communication*
Cooking*
Emergency Preparedness*
Environmental Science*
Family Life*

Fingerprinting
First Aid*
Orienteering
Personal Fitness*
Personal Management*

Snow Sports
Swimming*
Wood Carving

*Eagle Required

Scout: April 2012
Tenderfoot: May 2013
Second Class: January 2014
First Class: December 2015
Star: April 2016
Life: September 2017
Eagle: January 2019

Rank  
Advancement


