
Jan Willem A. Boon van Ostade 
 

Jan Willem Boon van Ostade was born in 1992 in
Michigan. The family had just moved there from Pittsfield Massachusetts where 
older brother Maurits was born a year earlier. When Jan was 2 years old the family 
moved again, this time to Louisville, Kentucky where soon after Jan’s younger 
brother Alex was born. After that the family moved a couple more times, to Brazil, 
to Belgium, Germany and finally in 2005 back to the United States where they 
settled in Canton, Connecticut.  

In that year Maurits and Jan were welcomed into Troop 174 in Simsbury where they 
received a crash course in Boy Scouting. Memorable outings were the annual bike 
trip on Block Island, the camping on West Point grounds, the winter camping in 
Town Forest. Jan learned quickly the importance of being organized and having the 
right gear. All these experiences in his first year as a scout prepared him as an only 
13 year old for the strenuous trip to Philmont in New Mexico in 2006. The year 
after Jan and his family travelled with the Troop on to Roatan, this was an 

unforgettable Scuba experience, thanks to Mister C. Moving right along through the ranks Jan was elected Senior Patrol 
Leader in 2008, a leadership responsibility he really enjoyed. 

In addition to Scouting, Jan has been involved in Tae Kwondo, cross country running and Airplane Flying. This last 
interest of Jan is something he decided to turn into a career when he applied at Purdue and was accepted into their 
renowned Aviation Program. Last month Jan successfully flew his first solo flight and received his Private Pilot license.  

 

Rank Advancement 
 
Scout 09/28/05 Star 09/19/07 
Tenderfoot 06/07/06 Life 05/28/08 
Second Class 09/20/06 Eagle 07/14/10 
First Class 12/13/06   
 

Merit Badges Earned 
 

 
 

Art Leatherwork 
Basketry Oceanography 
Camping* Personal Fitness* 
Citizenship In The Community* Personal Management* 
Citizenship In The Nation* Pioneering 
Citizenship In The World* Rowing 
Communications* SCUBA Diving 
Emergency Preparedness* Shotgun Shooting 
Environmental Science* Small Boat Sailing 
Family Life* Sports 
First Aid*  
  
* Eagle requirement  
  



Eagle Project 
 

 
 

After careful exploration of a variety of projects in the Simsbury area Jan decided to take on a playground called 
Jonathans Dream in West Hartford, after he met with the founder, Mrs. Amy Barzach. This playground is designed to 
be universally accessible for everybody but especially for children with disabilities. For example, the ramps are 
designed for wheelchairs and there are also plenty of benches where parents can sit and observe their children. Jan’s 
Eagle Project existed of repairing 5 deteriorated benches. The building of the benches was challenging especially since 
the legs had to go very deep in the rock hard ground and the benches had to meet many safety requirements. With a lot 
of help from Mr. Collins, several families in the Troop and Jan’s Canton friends the project was done to satisfaction of 
Mrs. Barzach and the Jewish Community Center Board. Family and friends here and overseas and several local 
businesses were eager to contribute to Jan’s Eagle project so fundraising went relatively easy.  
 

           


